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RESEARCHER ACCREDITATION CRITERIA
Purpose and scope of researcher accreditation
The Safe Centre is an environment operated separately from the MNB’s internal systems, set up in the building that houses the MNB, and equipped with a video surveillance system.
The MNB operates the Safe Centre with a view to providing access to data made available for research purposes, to facilitate scientific research and to promote advancements in science.
Researcher accreditation is carried out to assess the scientific purpose of applications for data access.
Parts of researcher accreditation
In the course of researcher accreditation, the MNB carries out an assessment of the Researcher requesting data and of the background of the research institution of the Researcher applying for access (hereinafter: Institution), as well as of the scientific purpose of the research. The assessments are carried out on the basis of the Safe Centre Application Form submitted by the Researcher, and the documents to be submitted as annexes to the Form. As required, additional checks may be carried out and documents may be requested as part of the researcher accreditation assessment.
Frequency of researcher accreditation
[bookmark: _Hlk490730494]When all documents required for researcher accreditation are available and complete, following the endorsement of the Safe Centre Application Form (including notification to the Researcher about the date of endorsement) the Customer Relation Manager carries out the researcher accreditation within 20 business days, and notifies the Researcher about the result. Where the Safe Centre Application Form is incomplete or any of the supplementary documents are missing, the Customer Relation Manager requests the Researcher to supply the missing items.
Process of researcher accreditation
The accreditation assessment is comprised of two main parts, including related assessments of the following criteria:
 Assessment of the Researcher and their institutional background in the context of previous research conducted in the MNB Safe Centre
Regarding the Researcher’s person, the MNB will assess the following:
· career as a researcher, or student status;
· the legal relationship between the Researcher and the Institution;
· [bookmark: _Hlk489895157]whether in the 5 years preceding submission of the Safe Centre Application Form the Researcher had violated the rules of using the MNB Safe Centre or the terms laid down in the Data Access Agreement with the MNB;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]whether in the 5 years preceding submission of the Safe Centre Application Form the Researcher had fulfilled the obligation to arrange for the public disclosure of the publication with the research findings, and its submission to the MNB.
Regarding the institutional background, the MNB’s assessment will in any case cover the following: 
· legal status of the Institution;
· primary activity and other activities of the Institution;
· role of research activities in the Institution’s operations (where research is not the Institution’s primary activity);
· major achievements of the Institution in the field of research in the 5 years preceding submission of the Safe Centre Application Form;
· procedures for the disclosure of the Institution’s research findings;
· [bookmark: _Hlk495326401]whether in the 5 years preceding submission of the Safe Centre Application Form any of the Institution’s researchers had violated the rules of using the MNB Safe Centre or the terms laid down in the Data Access Agreement with the MNB;
· whether in the 5 years preceding submission of the Safe Centre Application Form the publications, works and studies based on the findings made as part of research carried out in the MNB Safe Centre had been disclosed publicly, with a copy of each previously submitted to the MNB, and whether in those publications the MNB had been indicated as the source of data including a statement that the MNB had no liability whatsoever for the findings and the conclusions drawn from them.
Assessment of scientific purpose 
· This is to ensure that the stated scientific purpose serves the public interest and promotes advancements in science. The knowledge resulting from the scientific research must benefit the economy, society and environment at large, rather than the commercial purposes or monetary gain of individual data requesters. The knowledge resulting from data access may not put the Researcher or any other person at an exclusive competitive advantage.
· Procedures for the disclosure of anticipated research findings. For the purposes of scientific research, applications may only be endorsed for research the findings of which will be made available to the public at large.
· [bookmark: _Hlk490727112]Statement of the reasons for which the research project concerned cannot be implemented without access to the Safe Centre data requested.
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